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The Great Falls based
Rotary Foundation notified
Neighbors Foundation that
they would not be taking
over the annual 2014 July
4th Fireworks event.
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See Sales Tax,  Page 6

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

T
he partial government shutdown
was more than an October sur-
prise during the race for gover-
nor. Newly available statistics

from the Virginia Department of Taxation
show the month was also an unexpected
boost to sales tax revenues across the com-
monwealth. Fairfax County, for example, re-
corded a 15.5 percent spike in sales tax rev-
enue in October 2013 compared to Octo-
ber 2012. But state and local officials says
that’s because several major department
stores neglected to increase their sales tax
rate to reflect the new regional tax for trans-
portation when the new fiscal year began
in July. So the October numbers represent
the backlog of uncollected revenues.

Which retailers flubbed their taxes?
“That’s proprietary information, so we

can’t say,” said Marcia Wilds, revenue and
economic analysis coordinator with the
Fairfax County Department of Management
and Budget. “They’re big.”

The revenue corrections came at a key
time for local governments, a month that
many expected to be particularly bleak.
Many government workers and contractors
were out of work in October, when local
governments became concerned that spend-
ing habits might reflect a sense of uncer-
tainty about the future. Now budget offi-
cials across Northern Virginia are worried
about what kind of sales tax revenue they’ll
collect from the holiday season.

“The sales tax will be back with holiday
sales,” said Stephen Fuller, director of the
Center for Regional Analysis at George
Mason University. “Over the year there will
only a minor weakening.”

BUDGET OFFICIALS are not so sure. As
local governments across the region prepare
for the first round of budgeting next month,
a sense of uncertainty looms over the rev-
enue projections and spending priorities.
Part of that is the unemployment rate, which
remains at about 6 percent across Virginia.
That means consumers may hold back on
consumption based spending, which would
mean lower revenues for local governments
on retail sales and restaurant meals.

“If revenues continue to decline, it may
be necessary to make up any additional
shortfalls with expenditure reductions,”

October numbers
artificially inflated;
holiday numbers
could spell trouble.

Retail
Worries

News

See Del. Comstock,  Page 6

By Barbara Comstock

State Delegate (R-34)

W
ednesday, Jan. 8
– Symbolic of the
Opening Day

It is always an honor to be part of the
oldest continuous legislative body in the
western world. On Jan. 8, we began a new
session with a new Administration. The ses-
sion is always kicked off early in the morn-
ing (7 a.m.) with the annual Common-
wealth Prayer Breakfast. In keeping with
tradition, outgoing Governor McDonnell
and incoming Governor McAuliffe and se-
nior government officials attend. This year
I had the honor of offering the prayer for
State Legislators at the Commonwealth
Prayer Breakfast. The breakfast also fea-
tures guest speakers every year and every-
one was moved by the powerful testimony
of Thomas Haynesworth, a truly inspira-
tional man, who was exonerated in 2011
after being wrongfully imprisoned for 27
years for crimes he did not commit. Mr.
Haynesworth spoke of his faith sustaining
him throughout this unjust ordeal.

Opening day is also the day that we file
our legislation for the session. Some of the
bills I filed include a bill to provide a new
sexual and domestic violence subfund to
consolidate resources for sexual and domes-
tic violence victims and for prevention; leg-
islation to increase our Research and De-
velopment tax credit to assist our high tech
industry; legislation to provide more in-
state spots for our college students; and leg-
islation to allow local school boards to de-
termine the start date of our schools. I also
filed several bills to continue our efforts to
battle human trafficking.

When Session officially convened at noon
on Jan. 8, I had the honor of nominating
the Hon. William J. Howell as Speaker of
the Virginia House of Delegates. The
Speaker was unanimously re-elected. We
also had 14 new members of the House of
Delegates get sworn in with us on the first
day of session.

In the evening of the first day of the ses-
sion, the Governor presents his “State of the
Commonwealth” speech. Governor
McDonnell gave an overview of his pro-
posed budget and a review of his Adminis-
tration priorities and accomplishments. Af-
ter the speech, again by tradition, the Gov-
ernor invites all of the legislators to the
Governor’s mansion where we had the op-
portunity to visit with members of Gover-
nor McDonnell’s cabinet — many of whom
who were ending their service to the Com-
monwealth.

Thursday, Jan. 9 – Constituents
Come to Richmond

In the opening days of the session, we also
have many groups and constituents come

to visit. Thursday was
the annual Banker
Day at the Capitol,
and my office had the
opportunity to meet
with bankers from
Capital One, Wells
Fargo, and Chain
Bridge Bank. We also
had visits from Mili-
tary Officers of
America Association
(MOAA), NASA, Ca-
nine Companions,

who train companion dogs, child advocacy
groups, local Chamber representatives, and
the Richmond Justice Initiative which works
with us on human trafficking issues.

Every year the Virginia Federation of Re-
publican Women also has their annual Rich-
mond day and all of our Republican legis-
lators take the opportunity to visit and have

lunch with their local club members who
are visiting from around the Common-
wealth. I had the opportunity to speak be-
fore the VFRW and greet many of our local
members who came down for the day and
to thank them for all they do.

Friday, Jan. 10 – Promoting Tech.
Industry

This year I am the new chairwoman of
the Science and Technology Committee, so
in the opening days I have been meeting
with the committee staff to plan the
committee’s work and review legislation
that will come before the Committee. Del.
Rich Anderson who was elected with me in

2009 and has served on the committee for
four years with me, is serving as my vice-
chairman on the committee. Given the im-
portance of the tech industry to our local
and state economy, it is a great privilege to
work with the tech community on promot-
ing this industry in our Commonwealth and
work with the large group of talented en-
trepreneurs and experts in this field. I in-
vite any and all of our tech entrepreneurs
and leaders to contact us about how we can
continue to keep Virginia on the cutting
edge of technology at all levels. We also are
fortunate in the General Assembly to work
with the Northern Virginia Technology
Council (NVTC), of which I am a member.
They represent the tech community and are
among the best advocates in Richmond on
promoting Virginia jobs.

Saturday, Jan. 11 – Governor’s
Inauguration

I attended Governor-elect Terry
McAuliffe’s Inauguration ceremony on Sat-
urday as a member of the Inaugural Com-
mittee. A bipartisan group of members from
the House and the Senate are appointed as

the official inaugural committee. We served
as an official escort and welcoming com-
mittee and also were able to visit with past
Governors George Allen, Tim Kaine, Mark
Warner, Gerald Baliles, Jim Gilmore, Doug
Wilder and Bob McDonnell, as well as
former President Bill Clinton and former
First Lady and Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, who joined the ceremony for Gov-
ernor McAuliffe being sworn in as the 72nd

Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
I particularly enjoyed visiting with good
friends, George and Susan Allen, our former
Governor and First Lady. As Governor Allen

Comstock Shares Opening Week Notes
A new beginning, a new chairmanship and a
new legislative session.

Richmond

Diary

Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34) speaks about her bills at a human traffick-
ing press conference with the Richmond Justice Initiative. Joining her in
the photo (from left) are Del. Vivian Watts, Sara Pomeroy (founder of the
Richmond Justice Initiative), Del. Marcus Simon and Del. David Bulova.
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“L
ast Friday’s meeting
didn’t result as we
had hoped it would,”

said Sharon Rainey, president of
Neighbors Foundation.

The Great Falls based Rotary
Foundation notified Neighbors
Foundation that they would not
be taking over the annual 2014
July 4th Fireworks event.

“This leaves the community
in a real bind. At this point,
there will be no fireworks in
Great Falls this year, unless an
organization steps forward
within a week’s time,” Rainey
said.

She explained that the con-
tracts and permits are usually
signed with deposits sent by the
middle of January.

Rainey said that the morning
events, including the 5K, pa-
rade, and amusements in the
Village Centre will still be held.
It is the evening event at Turner
Farm Park in danger of going
dark.

“We have a window of only
10 days before our vendors
move on to other clients and we
potentially lose the ability for
anyone to host the event,” she
said.

Last August, the Raineys met
with Mike Kearney, saying it
was time to pass the baton for
this event. Jeff Rainey, chair-
man of the Fireworks event,
had worked closely with
Kearney for the 15 years prior
when Kearney was running the
entire day’s events, starting
from the morning parade to the
evening fireworks.

The Raineys no longer have
school-age children, both are in

their 50s and are ready to scale
back their schedules. The couple
owns and runs their own local
businesses (Home Equity Build-
ers and myNeighborsNetwork)
and Sharon Rainey is authoring
and releasing her second book
this spring.

“Jeff handled the entire
evening event, from gathering
sponsorships to laying out the
parking,” Kearney said. “Over
time, he has created a turnkey
operation that now just needs
a leader and a handful of vol-
unteers.”

Rainey said, “We have a core
group of volunteers that help
each and every year. The Boy
Scouts help with set up, accept-
ing donations at the gate, and
clean up. Pat Nugent helps with
the generators, Jon Paul takes
care of the entertainment. Rich
Curd, and Wayne Gamotis work
tirelessly from laying out the
site to helping run security
teams. Everyone knows their
job and they make it a fun event
to run.”

Kearney brainstormed with
the Raineys and they ap-
proached a few local
nonprofits. No one was inter-
ested. Then news came out that
Rotary Club was setting up a
nonprofit foundation. A meet-
ing was held, everyone agreed
this was a perfect match.

“In the end, it doesn’t really
matter what happened,”
Sharon Rainey said. “What does
matter is now we need to find
a local organization willing to
take on this project and we
need to find them within a
week’s time or there will be no
fireworks in Great Falls this
year.”

If any nonprofit organization is
interested in taking over the 4th of
July Fireworks event, contact
Sharon Rainey at 703-929-2399 or
Sharon@neighborsfoundation.org.

Funding needed
for Great Falls
July 4 fireworks.

Going Dark?

The Great Falls based Rotary Foundation notified
Neighbors Foundation that they would not be taking
over the annual 2014 July 4th Fireworks event.

News

See Budget,  Page 12

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

D
espite the lingering impact of an ane-
mic economy, and the regional ripple
effects of federal sequestration, Fairfax
County residents will see some concrete

signs of progress this year.
That message was delivered by Fairfax County

Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova, who
cast a mostly positive light on the county’s future
during a media screening of her televised annual
State of the County address on Wednesday, Jan. 15.

In addition to the completion of Phase 1 of the
Silver Line in Tysons, motorists can expect to see con-
gestion eased through a number of state-funded
transportation projects, including the new I-95 Ex-
press Lanes that will tie into the Beltway Express
lanes at Edsall Road.

Residents can also look forward to the revitaliza-
tion and redevelopment of older commercial and in-
dustrial areas throughout the county, including the
$250 million transformation of Springfield Mall into
the Springfield Town Center in the fall of 2014.

The newly-renovated mall will include the addi-
tion of roughly 700,000 square feet of retail, restau-
rants, a food court and a state-of-the-art movie the-
ater. The 20-foot-tall brown numbers that indicated
the mall’s six main entrances — a hallmark of the
1970s-era mall — will be replaced with one central
grand entranceway.

Bulova also praised the Economic Development
Authority and Visit Fairfax for boosting tourism and
facilitating the selection of Fairfax County as the host
of the 2015 World Police and Fire Games, the world’s
second largest athletic competition after the sum-
mer Olympics. The event is expected to generate
more than $100 million in tourism revenue for the
county.

The 30-minute State of the County video, 10 min-
utes longer than last year’s production, highlights
many county achievements in the past year — such
as the county’s low crime rate and a 26 percent re-
duction since 2007 in the number of people counted
as homeless. It also features three of the county’s
new leaders: newly-elected Sheriff Stacey Kincaid,
the county’s first female sheriff; Police Chief Edwin
Roessler and Karen Garza, the new superintendent
of Fairfax County Public Schools.

In the video, Garza said one of her top priorities is
“to listen and learn what our community expects of
its schools.”

“One of our big projects this year is that we en-
listed the help of a broad-based community commit-
tee to develop the Portrait of a Graduate — which
will detail what our community expects an FCPS stu-
dent to know and be to do upon graduating from
our system,” Garza said.

Garza also addressed the ongoing challenge of
funding a school system with a current enrollment
of 184,600 students, making FCPS larger than the
school systems of eight states and the District of Co-
lumbia.

“As you know, FCPS is facing some challenges as
well,” Garza said in the video. “We have grown by
more than 15,000 students in the last five years and
our required expenditures for items like employee
benefits have continued to increase. At the same time,
revenues have not increased enough to cover expen-

ditures.”
In fiscal year 2014, 53 percent of the county’s gen-

eral fund budget was transferred to Fairfax County
Public Schools, a sum of roughly $1.9 billion.

School officials recently unveiled a $2.5 billion
budget, asking for a 5.7 percent increase, or nearly
$98 million more in county funding.  Under the pro-
posed budget, class sizes will increase at all grade
levels and about 730 staff positions will be cut.

After the screening, Bulova emphasized that while
education continues to be the board’s “highest pri-
ority” and the community’s “greatest investment,”
there will likely be a significant gap between what
school officials are asking for in their budget, and
how much the board is prepared to give.

“The schools won’t get everything they asked for,”
Bulova said. “The school board will have to roll up
their sleeves and so will supervisors.”

When asked how close the board is prepared to
get to the 5.7 percent request, Bulova said that a 2
percent increase — or $33 million — is a more real-
istic number.

In an effort to bridge that gap, supervisors have
made state education funding the county’s top legis-
lative priority for this year’s General Assembly ses-
sion.

“This is our education year, our number one ask
and priority from legislators is to get the full fund-

Bulova highlights accomplishments, challenges in
annual address.

Into the Budget Fray

Photo by Victoria Ross/The Connection

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Sharon Bulova hosted a media
screening of her annual State of the
County address on Wednesday, Jan. 15.
Residents can view the address on Chan-
nel 16 from 7:30 to 8 p.m., or on YouTube
at http://youtube/YzeaC3K-wiY
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It was an honor to work with so many wonderful clients to make

their dream home a reality in 2013. Let’s make 2014 YOUR year!”

Contact me to discuss how I can best help you…

#1 Solo Agent, 2013
Keller Williams – Great Falls 703-622-0004

RobynCarton@kw.com

www.RobynCarton.com

2014…
Let’s Make this YOUR Year!

Great Falls $3,300,000 Great Falls $1,875,000 Great Falls $2,000,000

Great Falls $1,859,900 Great Falls $1,550,000 Great Falls $1,425,000

Great Falls $1,100,000 Great Falls $876,000 Great Falls $860,000

Great Falls $750,000 Historic Herndon $690,000

SOLD in 2013
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates
703-969-1179

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!!

Visit our website:
www.twopoorteachers.com

Bath Packages
Available!!

From Page 3

wrote Alexandria City Manager Rashad
Young in a memorandum to City Council
members this month.

The concerns are larger than retail sales.
One of the potential problems on the hori-
zon is transient occupancy tax revenues. In
Alexandria, for example, the hotel occu-
pancy rate fell from 76.1 percent in Octo-
ber 2012 to 72.4 percent in October 2013.
In Arlington, hotel occupancy tax revenues
fell 15 percent in November compared to
the previous year and 18 percent in Decem-
ber compared to the previous year.

“Am I worried? Yes,” acknowledged Ar-
lington Budget Director Richard Stevenson.
“But that’s what budget directors do. We
worry.”

EXPERTS WHO FOLLOW local govern-
ment revenues say jurisdictions are worried
for two reasons. The first is the lack of con-
tinuity on the part of the federal govern-
ment. When the shutdown was happening,
nobody knew how long it would last or
when it would end. That led families to cut
back their spending habits and cast a wary
eye toward the future.

“That, obviously, is scary,” said Frank
Shafroth, director of the Center for State
and Local Government at George Mason
University. “It means for a family that you
always have to leave something aside in-
stead of using it at a local restaurant, store
or other facility.”

A second reason for worry is that the un-
certainty is far from over. The budget agree-
ment reached between Congress and the

president is good through September, leav-
ing open the possibility of yet another battle
about bankruptcy and insolvency. That leaves
open a sense of doubt for long-term contracts
involving everything from bridges and fighter
planes to satellite and veterans hospitals.

“With the Federal Highway Trust Fund
expected to be insolvent by next year,” said
Shafroth, “a key partner in the regional
Washington economy is becoming an un-
certain one.”

THE NEXT FEW months will detail the
extent of the economic damage created by
sequester and shutdown. Will the numbers
track with expectations? Or will they fall
well below the budgets local leaders voted
for last spring? That has local governments
worried and prepared to make reductions

if necessary. Then again, they also don’t
want to make spending reduction that are
unnecessary and potentially damaging.

“What you don’t what to do is make cuts
that if we recover enough we didn’t need
to make,” said Laura Triggs, finance direc-
tor with the city of Alexandria. “But by law,
if it continues to be low then yes I have to
cut back on expenditures.”

Part of the problem is revenue growth not
meeting expectations. Even if local govern-
ments see an increase in revenue from sales
tax revenue, failure to meet expectations
could spell trouble for balancing the books
in the current fiscal year. And that means
even more headaches for trying to predict
the future in fiscal year 2015.

“Normally our sales tax is increasing at a
larger extent than it is right now,” said Wilds.

Sales Tax Error Artificially Inflates October Revenue

News

From Page 3

said at the inaugural, “Everyone, regardless
of party, wishes the new governor well.”

Kudos to our General Assembly staff who
did a great job moving everyone through
the ceremony under extremely volatile
weather conditions which they accommo-
dated by providing blue and green rain pon-
chos that just about everyone used to avoid
being soaked in the downpour that greeted
us as we were escorted to our seats.

Monday, Jan. 12 – Emphasis on
Cyber Security

Monday evening following the Inaugural,
the new Governor had the opportunity for
his first address to the General Assembly
where he provided an overview of his pri-
orities for the coming session.

At my first committee hearing as the
newly appointed chairwoman of the House
Science and Technology Committee I had
the pleasure of welcoming the new Tech-
nology Secretary-elect, Karen Jackson,
when she testified before my committee and
outlined the Governor’s technology priori-
ties. Karen served as the deputy secretary
for the past four years and has worked with
me on numerous technology issues includ-

ing my telework bills, so it has been a
smooth transition to continue working with
her in this new leadership position.

At the top of the list for the department
is the continued expansion of broadband
into communities still lacking access to the
Internet, including parts of Loudoun
County. Secretary Jackson estimated that
three percent of the Commonwealth still
lacks access to this basic technology. An-
other topic Secretary Jackson emphasized
was the need for more emphasis on Cyber
Security to protect our businesses, con-
sumer privacy, and government data.

Wrapping Up Opening Week –
Addressing Human Trafficking

With many retiring members this past
session we have other committees headed
up by new chairman, including the Trans-
portation Committee on which I serve
where Del. Tom Rust, in our neighboring
district, now serves as chairman. In the
Transportation Committee we also heard
from the new Secretary-elect.

In the House Commerce and Labor Com-
mittee, where I also serve, we heard from
the new Secretary-elect of Commerce and
Trade, Maurice A. Jones. During the inter-
view, Secretary Jones reiterated that we

need to diversify Virginia jobs and to keep
Virginia #1 for jobs.

In the opening days we also had a press
conference hosted by the Richmond Justice
Initiative on our package of human traffick-

ing bills. I have worked on a bipartisan ba-
sis with my colleagues at the General As-
sembly over the past four years to pass leg-
islation which cracks down on this heinous
crime. Human trafficking — modern day
slavery — is a hidden crime that is happen-
ing across the Commonwealth and even in
our own neighborhoods. In order to make
an impact on this crime, we must work to
identify this crime for what it is, and in-
crease penalties on the demand side of this
$32 billion industry. My bills, HB994 and
HB1155 will continue our efforts to com-
bat human trafficking in the Common-
wealth.

I always appreciate hearing your concerns
and encourage you to contact my office at
any time during the session or after. I can
be reached during the General Assembly
session at 804-698-1034 or Del. Barbara
Comstock, P.O. Box 6156, McLean, VA
22106 or you can e-mail me at
bcomstock@delegatecomstock.com. Also
you can visit my website at
www.DelegateComstock.com and sign up
for “The Comstock Connection” and keep
in touch. If you are in Richmond, you are
also welcome to stop by our office at the
General Assembly building in Room 407 in
the General Assembly building.

Del. Comstock Shares Her Notes on Opening Week

Del. Barbara Comstock speaking at
the Virginia Federation of Republi-
can Women luncheon in Richmond.
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731-A Walker Road • Great Falls • Virginia • 22066

Terrilynn Kelley
tkelley@weichertrealtors.net

703-759-6300

E-mail or call:

Interested in a Career in Real Estate?

GET ENROLLED FOR REAL ESTATE CLASSES STARTING
JANUARY 27, 2014 IN THE WEICHERT, GREAT FALLS OFFICE.

GET YOUR LICENSE FOR ONLY $99

  Also looking for two highly motivated real estate
   professionals in our market and surrounding

  areas. Training and assistance in obtaining
   your real estate license will be

provided for the right candidate.

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF
Trees, Shrubs & PerennialsTrees, Shrubs & Perennials
25%-75% OFF

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
606060

Mexican
Talavera Pottery
On Sale for the

First Time!
10% Off

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

Off-Season Pricing
Best Prices of the Year!

Patios, Walkways,
Retaining Walls,

Landscaping
FREE ESTIMATES!

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

Off-Season Pricing
Best Prices of the Year!

Patios, Walkways,
Retaining Walls,

Landscaping
FREE ESTIMATES!

Landscape/
Hardscape Sale

Off-Season Pricing
Best Prices of the Year!

Patios, Walkways,
Retaining Walls,

Landscaping
FREE ESTIMATES!
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west 
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008!
Oriental Fishbowls, Orchid
and Bonsai Pots now
40% Off

Oriental Fishbowls, Orchid
and Bonsai Pots now
40% Off

Oriental Fishbowls, Orchid
and Bonsai Pots now
40% Off

Donation Supports Box Turtles
Great Falls BSA Venturing Crew 364 presented a $250 check to the Fairfax County
Park Authority on Dec. 11, providing a lifetime sponsorship of eastern box turtles
at Riverbend Park. These turtles are used to educate children at the park and local
Fairfax schools about wildlife and conservation. Their population in the wild has
been declining in Northern Virginia. Presenting the check to Riverbend Park Natu-
ralist Julie Gurnee is Natalie Gilbert, president of Venturing Crew 364. Joining in
the presentation are: Camille Speer, the Crew’s past president and adult advisors,
Bill Canis and Gary Pan. Venturing is a youth development program of the Boy
Scouts of America and provides opportunities for young men and women to partici-
pate in high adventure activities, serve their communities and become responsible
and caring adults.

People

P
h
o

t
o

 
C

o
n

t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

Community

See Military,  Page 13

By Ethan McLeod

The Connection

I
n a packed house at The Old Brogue Irish Pub
in Great Falls on Jan. 13, all in attendance stood
up at the request of Bob Nelson, the man who
put together the event. Nelson had asked any

guests with family members who had served in the
military, however distant the relation might be, to
please stand.

“I do this so that everyone can recognize just how
much all of us are in this together,” said Nelson.

Nelson, a Great Falls resident and Realtor for Keller
Williams Realty, is the chief organizer of Military
Appreciation Mondays, a series of monthly dinners
that brings in thousands of dollars in donations for
military causes thanks to the generosity of Nelson
and his co-sponsors.

This past month’s dinner was dedicated to the Navy
SEAL Foundation, a nonprofit that provides assis-
tance to SEALs returning home from overseas, as well
as the families of those killed in battle.

In his pre-dinner introduction, Alan Oshirak of the
Navy SEAL Foundation spoke of how 88 SEALs had
been killed since 9/11, leaving behind 57 spouses
and 75 children, all of whom the foundation works
to support.

“It’s important work, but it’s often unheralded,”
said Oshirak, a retired SEAL, before thanking the
audience and Nelson for his work.

THE JAN. 13 DINNER had about 140 guests in
attendance, which, with Nelson and his 18 co-spon-

Old Brogue Irish Pub hosts
monthly dinners, where
donations are matched to
contribute to military
veteran organizations.

Showing Appreciation

Photo by Ethan McLeod/The Connection

Over the course of two seatings between
5:30 and 9:30 p.m., close to 140 guests
showed up for January’s Military Appre-
ciation Monday dinner.
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Great Falls

Nathan F. Holeman
Nathan F. (Red) Holeman

died on Dec. 24, 2013. He was
born July 16, 1925 to George
and Hazel Holeman in Tuxedo
Junction on the outskirts of
Bartlesville, OK.

As a young man Red was a
ranch hand/cowboy, worked on
the Santa Fe railroad and
moved houses before joining
the USMC in 1943. Nate served
four years in the Pacific in the
6th Marine Division, fighting on
Okinawa and Guam, then dis-
arming Japanese troops in
Tsingtao, China before receiv-
ing an honorable discharge in
1946.

Nate came to Bremerton,
Wash, upon discharge and en-
tered Puget Sound Naval Ship-
yard in 1948, retiring in 1981.
A resident of Port Orchard,
Wash., from 1948-1997, he is
survived by his wife Lois; three
daughters, Joni Holeman of
Sterling, Va.; Kathy Peterson of
Hayward, Wisc., and Gayle
Kundert of Port Orchard, Wash.;
plus two sisters, Janet Walker
of Everett, Wash., and Joyce
Fowler of Puyallup, Wash.

Nate and Lois were avid RV

motorhome campers, hitting
the road in 1997 for Salem,
Ore., to help his nephew oper-
ate the stadium for the Salem-
Kaizer Volcanoes AAA baseball
team. In 2001 they rolled into
Hayward, Wisc., to be near
grandchildren Megan and
Christopher Peterson, both of
Richfield, Minn. In Port Or-
chard, Wash., Nate is also sur-
vived by six more grandchil-
dren: Brandon, Joe, Amanda,
Jessie and Chelsea Kundert,
along with Tony May. Nate’s
great-grandson Kailar Kundert
was born in May 2013.

Nate and Lois have been liv-
ing with their daughter Joni in
Sterling, Va. They are members
of Christ the King Lutheran
Church where Nate was active
in the Men’s Breakfast Group.
A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Feb. 8, followed
in July with interment at Arling-
ton National Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, consider a contribu-
tion to the Memorial Fund of
Christ The King Lutheran,
10550 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls, VA 22066-2416. Visit
www.colonialfuneralhome.com.

Obituary

Write The Connection welcomes views on any public issue. The deadline
for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed. Include home address

and home and business numbers. Letters are routinely edited for libel, grammar,
good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

Development
Taking Wrong
Direction
To the Editor:

Thanks for the great article
about The Most Important Issues
in Great Falls, including the
“Walker Road Diet Project.” At last
we can put a face and an organi-
zation on the most ridiculous
waste of tax-payer dollars since
the infamous “Bridge to No-
where.” Reducing a four-lane road
with unobstructed visibility at the
main commercial intersection in
town, to two lanes with hazard-
ous parallel parking and no turn
lanes for customers or semi-trailer
delivery trucks is not only irre-
sponsible, but dangerous. I sin-
cerely hope the first accidents will
not include fatalities, but the risk
of youngsters darting from parked
cars, or drivers trying to back into
parking spaces or opening doors
into traffic is obvious. When I first
saw the plan for the project posted
in the Library a couple years ago,
I thought it was a joke and posted
my comments. I was sure that
sound minds and austere budgets
would prevail. But, I was wrong
and never dreamed of “stimulus
dollars.” I have talked to many
neighbors, residents, and business
owners/managers and have not
found a single person that thinks
the project is a good idea. In fact,
all of them would like to see the
project stopped immediately, and
Walker Road restored to its origi-
nal configuration.

In the 30 years I have lived in
Great Falls, I’ve waited for the
promised trails along Walker,
Arnon Chapel, or other roads that
would allow residents to walk or
ride a bicycle to the center of town.
I would also like to see the section
of Walker Road north of
Georgetown Pike freed from com-
mercial truck and equipment park-
ing along the roadway. But instead
we get a project that is totally un-
wanted, unhelpful and dangerous
south of Georgetown Pike.

Another ridiculous series of
projects imposed on us by Fairfax
County is the “Pond Branch Wa-
tershed Management Plan” which
eliminates many of the efficiently
designed and effective storm
drainage systems consisting of
landscaped lawns, and replaces
them with swamps with
unmaintained vegetation that col-
lects roadside trash and harbors
mosquitoes and snakes. Some of
us remember the beautiful lawn
next to the Library where kids
would play. Now it’s an
unmaintained eyesore swamp that
collects plastic bags, cans, bottles,
and other paraphernalia tossed
there by irresponsible teens. The
purpose seems to parallel that of
the Walker Road project, to elimi-
nate the efficient flow of traffic or
storm water in favor of congestion
and sewage. Good work Great
Falls Citizens Association! Have
you actually counted citizens that
agree with your plans?

Gene Phillip
Great Falls

Letter

Opinion

S
tanding on what is essentially scorched
earth, Republicans in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly have condemned hun-
dreds of thousands of poor Virginians

to living without health coverage even
though it would be fully funded by Fed-
eral money for the next three years, and
with Virginia paying 10 percent after
five years.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe has pledged to do ev-
erything he can to expand Medicaid under the
Affordable Care Act, and we encourage him to
use every creative option available to make that
happen. In Ohio, the governor found a legal way
to accept the Medicaid funds despite objections
from the General Assembly, for example.

Earlier this week, McAuliffe included an
amendment to the FY2014 caboose budget bill
authorizing the Governor to act in the event
that the Medicaid Reform Innovation and Re-
form Commission (MIRC) fails to decide

whether or not to accept federal funding to
cover up to 400,000 uninsured Virginians
through Medicaid by the end of the current
legislative session.

Business groups and chambers of
commerce around Virginia, including
the Fairfax County Chamber of Com-
merce, support accepting the expansion

of Medicaid in Virginia under the Affordable
Care Act. One persuasive factor for the busi-
ness community: The expansion would create
an estimated 30,000 jobs. Hospitals support ex-
panding Medicaid which would offset many of
the costs of caring for uninsured populations.

It isn’t as if there is no health care cost for
the uninsured now. Right now, they access
health care when they are very sick by going
to an emergency room or other clinics, where
providers spread the cost of care around. This
is inefficient, expensive and unhealthy, includ-
ing for those of us who do have health insur-

ance. It means unvaccinated and/or sick people
are going to work and going about their daily
lives putting themselves and others at risk.

As of January 2014, in Virginia, Medicaid
eligibility for adults without disability is lim-
ited to parents with incomes below 51 percent
of poverty, or about $11,900 a year for a fam-
ily of four, according to the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. Adults without dependent children re-
main ineligible regardless of their income.

The General Assembly should not be able to
block coverage for as many as 400,000 Virgin-
ians basically out of spite. The established ex-
cuse, that the Feds can’t afford it and can’t be
counted on to pay the money, doesn’t hold
water in Virginia, which receives more Federal
dollars per capita than any other state but
Alaska. If legislators are so concerned about
Federal ability to pay, you might expect to see
them refusing transportation money, for ex-
ample, or to turn the possible FBI headquar-
ters away, or thousands of other ways that Fed-
eral dollars make their way into Virginia.

— Mary Kimm,

 mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

General Assembly should not block coverage for
as many as 400,000 uninsured.

Extend Health Coverage in Virginia

Editorial
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The Newton School
serves students in

grades K-8th grade
who benefit from:

Please call
703.772.0480

or email
aabraham@thenewtonschool.org

to arrange a
personal tour today.

• Small classes (4-8 students) with
   a 4:1 student to teacher ratio

• Strong academics, customized
   to meet student’s needs

• Lots of physical activity
   integrated into the day, in a
   beautiful 24,000 sq. ft. facility

• Nurturing social environment

• Weekly field trips to enhance
   hands-on-learning

• Daily communication with parents

News

See Virginia Supreme Court,  Page 17

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

M
embers of the Virginia Supreme Court
have a New Year’s Resolution — be-
come more transparent.

Starting this year, members of the
public will finally have access to audio recordings of
oral arguments. The recordings were once public,
but installation of new recording
equipment in January 2008 changed
that. Because the new microphones
were so powerful, justices were con-
cerned that sidebar conversations
between justices might be audible.

“That was a lame excuse,” said
Del. Dave Albo (R-42). “I’m glad they
decided to change this without the
General Assembly passing legislation
to make it happen.”

As it turns out, legislation was already in the works
when the justices changed the policy. Wise County
Clerk of Court Jack Kennedy approached Del. Terry
Kilgore (R-1) about introducing legislation requir-
ing the court to release audio recording of oral argu-
ments. Draft language for House Bill 1018 said au-

dio records of Supreme Court oral arguments “shall
be made publicly available in electronic format with-
out fee within a reasonable time after oral arguments
take place.”

“I’m a Democrat and he’s a Republican,” said
Kennedy, who lives in Kilgore’s district. “But trans-
parency should not be a partisan issue.”

THE LACK OF TRANSPARENCY in Virginia has
been a problem for many years, and the common-
wealth has recently gained a reputation as a place
that is hostile to open government. In 2012, the State
Integrity Investigation ranked and graded each of
the 50 states on government accountability, trans-
parency and corruption. Virginia got an F, largely
because police agencies deny access to basic docu-

ments. This week, Richmond-based
Open Law Virginia issued its own
state-by-state guide comparing pub-
lic availability of online documents.
Virginia got a C minus, largely be-
cause many documents and files are
difficult for members of the public
to access.

“Access to live and recorded oral
arguments creates opportunities for
civic education and public engage-

ment,” the report concludes. “And even many judges
have recognized, in part based on experience, that it
is time to bring video coverage to appellate court-
rooms routinely.”

Virginia Supreme Court
opens audio recordings
to public.

Piercing the Marble

“We can’t have
secret courts.”

—  Ginger Stanley,
executive director,

Virginia Press Association
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Long & Foster
Great Falls
9841 Georgetown Pike
703-759-7777

Welcome to Our Newest Additions

Laytham Group

Alison R. ThompkinsAhita Lalljie Barbara Rohde Beth Putman Carol Jackson Caroline Dolan

Debi Whitaker

Debra Rubin Donna Uscinski Eileen Summers Elizabeth Hajost Jacquie Kuker

Jane Peil Janelle Sjoblom Jay Ho Joan Peters Kara Allan Karen McCarthy

Karen Washburn

Katrina McGreevy • no photo available

Kim Karanik Lara Adeosun Lynn Kemmerer Mary Anderson

Rowena Wolf Sam Alchalabi Sharon Dubrow Shihab Khatib Susan Makki Twee Ramos

Anne Erickson Clara Viana Sally Marvin Sherri Hartzell

A special thank you to our Core Partners for their continued excellence in service!

Remington Dickson
Associate Mortgage

Consultant
703-244-6653

Michele
Wildes

Insurance
Manager

703-227-3825
Brenda Heffernan
Managing Attorney

703-734-8900

Teresa M.
Schudel,
Esquire

McLean Branch
Manager

703-903-9400
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“Recently, the
department has
established the
chief’s Council
on Diversity
Recruiting. This
council provides
the agency engagement with
leaders from culturally diverse
communities to assist us in
developing innovative
recruitment opportunities … to
mirror the communities we
serve.”

— Police Chief Edwin Roessler

“Our first area of response focus
is on preventing the 911 call.
This is where our men and
women … knock on doors and
offer assistance in checking
smoke alarms or checking other
items that may cause fire or
injury … We’ve visited over
40,000 homes since June 8 and
installed over 6,000 smoke
alarms .…”

— Fire and Rescue Chief Richard Bowers

“Based on my 26
years of experience
in the Sheriff’s
Office, there are a
number of initiatives
that we will be
pursuing in the
coming year. First, it is important
that the Sheriff have a strong bond
with our diverse communities. I
will be out in the community
listening and learning and
bringing the new ideas, as well as
any concerns, back to the office.”

— Sheriff Stacey Kincaid

Highlights From 2014 State of the County

News

ing of $33 million,” Bulova said.
Although Fairfax County is not facing the

“doomsday budgets” of the mid-1990s, a
projected budget shortfall of $25 million
this fiscal year, coupled with the accelerat-
ing growth and financial needs of Fairfax
County Public Schools will present the
Board of Supervisors with choices and chal-
lenges.

“Once again, it will not be an easy bud-
get year,” Bulova said. “Actions or lack of
action at the federal level has impacted
commercial and sales tax revenue, making
it more difficult for the county to recover
from the downturn.”

Bulova said the county’s advertised bud-

Into the Budget Fray
From Page 4

get for fiscal year 2015 will be released for
public comment next month. The county
will host a number of public hearings, com-
munity forums and town meetings to give
residents the opportunity to ask questions
and make suggestions. In late April, the
board officially adopts the budget.

“Every budget tells a story,” Bulova said.
“We’ll look for efficiencies and savings and
opportunity for savings, but it won’t be easy.
The low-hanging fruit has already been
picked.”

In spite of the challenges, Bulova said she
believes the board has consistently been
able to strike a balance that has kept taxes
affordable while delivering high quality ser-

vices to residents.
“We remain committed to work with the

community to maintain excellence in the
face of our challenges,” she said.

Courtesy of Fairfax County

During its Oct. 8 meeting, the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-

sors received a presentation on the
World Police and Fire Games to be

held in Fairfax County, June 26-
July 5, 2015. The 11-day event,

expected to generate $100 million
in tourism revenue, brings in first

responders from 70 countries in
an Olympic-style competition.

People

The girls in Girl Scouts Cadette Troop
1111 have been busy doing more than sell-
ing cookies this past year. They recently
earned the organization’s Silver Award —
the highest award a Girl Scout Cadette is
eligible for.

By planning and completing a 50-hour
community service project, Friendship
Across Generations, the girls demonstrated
leadership, organization and a commitment
to community service. The troop organized
a Tea and Cookie Social with the residents
of the Vinson Hall Retirement Community
in McLean, where senior residents are com-
missioned military officers and their imme-
diate families.

Troop members pictured from left are: Ainsley Jacobs, Kylie
Smith, Lanie Conzone, Kaitlin West, Hailey McGrath, Sophie
Holsinger, Lilly Kishore and Aryana Nobakht.

Cadette Troop 1111 Earns Silver Award
The girls’ mission was to bridge the gen-

erational gap by interviewing and socializ-
ing with residents to find common threads
between the past and present.

They found success through shared sto-
ries of childhood pets, favorite games, mu-
sic trends, summer camp adventures, fam-
ily vacations, and other memories. In listen-
ing to the residents’ stories, a connection was
made between the teens and the seniors, and
the girls discovered many similarities in their
own lives. Girl Scout songs were sung by all
and each of the residents went home with a
box of Girl Scout Cookies.

Troop 1111, led by Suzanne McGrath, be-
gins its 10th year in Girl Scouts.
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA
450 ORCHARD STREET, NW

VIENNA, VA 22180
703-938-8525

fbcvoffice@verizon.net
www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

Visit These Houses of Worship

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Laura Cochran

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive

To Highlight Your Faith Community,
call Karen at 703-917-6468

Community

From Page 7

sors each matching 10 percent of the amount that
diners spend, yielded around $5,400 for the founda-
tion. “Tonight I think we’ll be at about a 200 percent
match,” said Nelson in his introductory speech for
the evening.

That figure does not include the additional $2,500
in donations from restaurant patrons who paid to
enter the drawing for end-of-dinner door prizes,
which brought the grand donated total to around
$8,000 in one night.

Nelson, a veteran himself who also worked with
the State Department during the 1970s, began orga-
nizing the dinners in 2009 as Tuesday charity events
for organizations such as the American Heart Asso-
ciation and American Diabetes Association.

He emphasizes that these dinners, however, are
not charity events, but rather ways to show the
community’s appreciation for America’s service mem-
bers. The patrons who come in bring with them an
air of enthusiasm for the causes they are supporting.

“A huge percentage of the money goes to the orga-
nizations, rather than administration and other costs,
and that means a huge deal to him,” said Nancy
Nelson, who helped her husband all night with pre-
senting door prizes and accommodating guests.

Military Appreciation Mondays have helped many
organizations over the past four years, such as Our
Military Kids and the Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund.
One Dec. 2011 gathering contributed about $12,500
to the organization Stop Soldier Suicide, founded by
Langley graduate Nick Black and two of his fellow

Army members in 2010, which helped the nonprofit
to get off the ground early on. Black’s father Cofer
Black was in attendance at the most recent dinner.

“I think it’s very important for a community to sup-
port its warriors, both when they are overseas and
when they return,” said Black, a former CIA official
during the George W. Bush Administration. “Bob re-
ally helps to bring the community together and raise
funds for a spectrum of causes, including veterans’
families.”

NELSON’S HARD WORK has not gone unnoticed.
In November 2013, he was awarded a community
service award from the National Society of the
Daughters of the American Revolution for sustain-
ing the dinner series for several years and donating
to a large number of military causes.

“We felt he was a perfect candidate for the award
because he has committed several years to this
project,” said Holly Lynne M. Schmidt, who repre-
sents the Thomas Nelson chapter of the organiza-
tion that presented Nelson with the award.

As for the future, Nelson has his eye on expanding
Military Appreciation Mondays to other locations,
including Reston. He says that plan is in its “infancy
stage,” and he and a potential host are searching for
the perfect venue. In the meantime, Pulcinella Ital-
ian Host restaurant in McLean, which has hosted din-
ner events in the past, is another potential location.

The next Military Appreciation Monday dinner
well be at the Old Brogue Irish Pub in Great Falls
on March 10, and will support the CIA Officers
Memorial Foundation.

Military Appreciation Mondays Bring Donations

Photo by Ethan McLeod/The Connection

Bob Nelson thanks a room full of guests at the Old
Brogue Irish Pub who have gathered to support the Navy
SEAL Foundation.
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THURSDAY/JAN. 23
Music from Oberlin at Oakton,

10th Season! 7:30 p.m. Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of Fairfax,
2709 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. The
Darwin String Quartet performing
works by Mendelssohn, Haydn, and
Piazzolla. 703-842-3156

FRIDAY-SATURDAY/JAN. 24 & 25
“THIS.” 8 p.m. Vienna Community

Center, 120 Cherry Street, SE,
Vienna. “THIS” is a bright, tart, and
melancholy comedy that captures the
uncertain steps of a circle of friends
entering the choppy waters of middle
age. Contains adult language; for
theatre-goers over 16.
www.viennatheatrecompany.org/

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Gustafer Yellowgold’s Show.

10:30 a.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave E , Vienna. Groovy
Gustafer Yellowgold is a small,
yellow, cone-headed fellow, who
came to Earth from the Sun and has
a knack for finding himself neck-deep
in absurd situations as he explores
his new life in the Minnesota woods.
Equal parts pop rock concert and
animated storybook, Gustafer
Yellowgold concerts are a truly
different multimedia experience that
entrances children and adults alike.
Tickets: $10. https://
jamminjava.com/events/gustafer-
yellowgold

“Othello.” 8 p.m. McLean Community
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave, McLean.
Tickets: $20 MCC District residents
and $30 for non MCC District
residents. Visit:
www.aldentheatre.org or call 703-
790-0123.

 SUNDAY/JAN. 26
McLean Chocolate Festival. 11

a.m.–5 p.m. McLean Community
Center. Wide variety of chocolate
vendors. Plenty of parking. Children’s
game room with chocolate-themed
games. Admission fee is $2, with $1
going toward the purchase of
chocolate. Kids under 6 get in free.
McLean Rotary uses proceeds to fund
local charitable organizations.
www.mcleanchocolatefestival.org.

Music from Oberlin at Oakton.
7:30 p.m. Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter
Mill Road, Oakton. Music from
Oberlin at Oakton hosts current
Oberlin Conservatory students three

times a year to provide top-notch
music to the local community. In its
14th season, this program will
feature two pianists, a percussionist,
and a soprano. 703-281-4230

You Can Change Your World. 10
a.m. Great Falls UMC, 10100
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. A
sermon service hosted by Great Falls
United Methodist Church.

MONDAY/JAN. 27
Fuse Box. 7:30 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227

Maple Avenue East, Vienna. A guitar-
driven, rock ‘n roll band. Tickets are
$10 in advance, $13 day of the show,
and are on sale now at
www.jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/JAN. 31
“THIS.” 8 p.m. Vienna Community

Center, 120 Cherry Street, SE,
Vienna. “THIS” is a bright, tart, and
melancholy comedy that captures the
uncertain steps of a circle of friends
entering the choppy waters of middle
age. Contains adult language; for
theatre-goers over 16.
www.viennatheatrecompany.org/

FRIDAY/JAN. 31-SATURDAY/FEB. 1
La Cage aux Folles. 8 p.m. Alden

Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Book by Harvey Fierstein,
music and lyrics by Jerry Herman,
based on the novel by Jean Poiret.
Georges, the owner of a popular drag
nightclub in San Tropez, and Albin,
the club’s star, have lived in
unwedded bliss for 20 years. Jean-
Michel, the son they have raised
together, throws the happy
household into hilarious turmoil by
announcing that he is going to marry
the daughter of an ultra-conservative
politician. www.McLeanPlayers.org
or 866-811-4111.

SATURDAY/FEB. 1
Ballroom Dance. 8-9 p.m. Samba

lesson, 9-11:30 p.m. dance. Colvin
Run Dance Hall, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. Live music from
Mike Surratt & the ECB playing
favorite dance tunes from the 1930s
to today. Attire is ballroom casual, no
partner or experience is needed. $20
for the evening. 703-759-2685 or
www.colvinrun.org.

Arts for Autism Gala. 6:30 p.m.
Tower Club, 8000 Towers Crescent
Drive, #1700, Vienna. An evening

Send announcements to vienna@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday
for the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.

Photo by Jocelyn Steiner

From left: Shannon Benton and Rikki Howie rehearsing
for the play “THIS,” a comedy that captures the uncertain
steps of a circle of friends entering the choppy waters of
middle age. Starts Jan. 24 at the Vienna Community
Center.

See Calendar,  Page 15

Calendar

By David Siegel

The Connection

O
ne of Broadway’s big-
gest hits, “La Cage
Aux Folles” is coming
to the Alden courtesy

of the McLean Community Players.
The long-running musical won six
Tony Awards including Best Musi-
cal and Best Score when it origi-
nally appeared on Broadway. Its
two Broadway revivals since have
also garnered Tony Awards.

McLean Community Players will
give local audiences the opportu-
nity experience its award-winning
musical score and memorable char-
acters.

The storyline centers around
Georges, the owner of a popular
drag nightclub, and Albin, the
club’s star. They have been partners
for many years. They have raised
a son together, Jean-Michel, who
has just announced his engage-
ment to Anne, the daughter of a
rather conservative politician. The
engagement throws everything
into topsy-turvy turmoil. All is pre-
sented with a big smile and a big-
ger heart.

“La Cage” was written by a
Broadway dream team of Harvey
Fierstein, Jerry Herman and Jean
Poiret. The original production was
directed by Arthur Laurents.

The McLean Community Players production of “La
Cage” with a cast of 25, is directed by veteran actor
and director Hans Bachmann. “‘La Cage aux Folles’
at its heart, is a story about family and the sacrifices
that parents make to ensure their children’s happi-
ness .... It is a story most everyone can relate to.”

Musical director John Edwards Niles will have an
orchestra of 10 to perform the score of 16 songs.
Choreography is by Duane Monahan.

Show song titles include “I Am What I Am” with a
lyric “I am my own special creation.” and “Look Over
There” with the line, “How often is someone con-
cerned with the tiniest thread of your life? Concerned
with whatever you feel?”

Cast member Tim Adams (Jean-Michel) called “La
Cage” “just a wonderful story about an everyday lov-
ing family.” Actor Christopher Furry (Albin) said,
“everyone can relate to this show ... it is just so sin-
cere in telling about people who care for each other
in a centered relationship.”

Harv Lester (Georges) said audiences will find it
an “hilarious show about a strong family relation-
ship. It is a little over-the-top but so easy to enjoy.”

“La Cage’s” previous community theater produc-
tion in the area was about a decade ago. Inviting
audiences to see the optimistic “La Cage aux Folles,”
actor Lisa Anne Bailey called it a show about an “ac-
cepting family and not just about feathers and glit-
ter.”

Entertainment

Musical Approach to Family
“La Cage Aux
Folles” arriving
at Alden Theater.

Photos by Traci J. Brooks Studios

Jacqueline (Lisa Anne Bailey) makes sure Georges (Harv
Lester) and Albin (Christopher Furry) don’t forget her in
rehearsals for “La Cage Aux Folles.”

Where and When
McLean Community Players present “La Cage aux Folles”

at Alden Theatre, McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave. Performances, Jan. 31-Feb. 16. Fridays and Saturdays,
8 p.m.; Sundays 2 p.m. Tickets are $18-$20. Visit
www.mcleanplayers.org or call 703-790-9223. Note: Audio
description services for the visually impaired on Feb. 15.

Jean-Michel (Tim Adams) gets a lesson in
family responsibility from Georges (Harv
Lester).
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From Page 15

that brings together the arts, fashion
and autism communities to benefit
individuals and families affected by
Autism. Festivities include a
reception, dinner and silent auction.
www.arts-for-autism.org

SUNDAY/FEB. 2
La Cage aux Folles. 2 p.m. Alden

Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Georges, the owner of a
popular drag nightclub in San
Tropez, and Albin, the club’s star,
have lived in unwedded bliss for
twenty years. Jean-Michel, the son
they have raised together, throws the
happy household into hilarious
turmoil by announcing that he is
going to marry the daughter of an
ultra-conservative politician.
www.McLeanPlayers.org or 866-811-
4111.

SATURDAY/FEB. 1, 7, 8
“THIS.” 8 p.m. Vienna Community

Center, 120 Cherry Street, SE,
Vienna. “THIS” is a bright, tart, and
melancholy comedy that captures the
uncertain steps of a circle of friends
entering the choppy waters of middle
age. Contains adult language; for
theatre-goers over 16.
www.viennatheatrecompany.org/

SUNDAY/FEB. 2 & 9
“THIS.” 2 p.m. Vienna Community

Center, 120 Cherry Street, SE,
Vienna. “THIS”  is a bright, tart, and
melancholy comedy that captures the
uncertain steps of a circle of friends
entering the choppy waters of middle

age. Contains adult language; for
theatre-goers over 16.
www.viennatheatrecompany.org/

FRIDAY/FEB. 7-SATURDAY/FEB. 8
La Cage aux Folles. 8 p.m. Alden

Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. Georges, the owner of a
popular drag nightclub in San
Tropez, and Albin, the club’s star,
have lived in unwedded bliss for
twenty years. Jean-Michel, the son
they have raised together, throws the
happy household into hilarious
turmoil by announcing that he is
going to marry the daughter of an
ultra-conservative politician.

www.McLeanPlayers.org or 866-811-
4111.

SUNDAY/FEB. 9
La Cage aux Folles. 2 p.m. Alden

Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
Georges, the owner of a popular drag
nightclub in San Tropez, and Albin,
the club’s star, have lived in
unwedded bliss for twenty years.
Jean-Michel, the son they have raised
together, throws the happy household
into hilarious turmoil by announcing
that he is going to marry the daughter
of an ultra-conservative politician.
www.McLeanPlayers.org or 866-811-
4111.

Calendar

Photo contributed

Visitors enjoy a chocolate fountain from Capitol Choco-
late Fountains at the 2012 McLean Chocolate Festival.
This year’s festival will be Sunday, Jan. 26 at McLean
Community Center.
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What do you like or dislike
most about the plan?

Viewpoints

Gifford Malone
Retired, McLean Resident
“I’m in favor of Alternative 3, in which there is

a swap, and the Fairfax Park Authority would
build new athletic fields with artificial turf and
parking.”

Bucky Morris
Executive Director, McLean Youth Lacrosse
“There’s two fields there right now and it’s all

dirt and very hard to use for our organization, so
we’re really hoping that Alternative 3 goes
through.”

Vicki Hermann
Resident, Retired
“My primary interest in the land swap business

going forward here is the suggestion and
proposal for a dog park. It makes sense to me in
both organizations getting properties that belong
to two bodies who can’t use them in their current
configuration, and while there’s plenty of
clamoring in the area for more open space for
athletic events for the kids, there’s no reason the
adults can’t take advantage of it too.”

Zac Kaye
Physician
“When we moved in, the opening of that part

of Georgetown Pike was tree-lined and shaded, it
was a gorgeous entry to a scenic highway. When
they put Clemyjontri [Park] in, they cut it all
down and destroyed the area, and we now have
to deal with the traffic. With soccer fields, you’ve
got air horns and whistles, and while we love
people cheering and having a good time, we feel
the noise pollution and lights in the evening will
have an impact on our quality of life.”

Susan Mosse
Retired, McLean Resident
“For us, I think the most important thing is

that the area stays natural and wild, like it is
today. We don’t want any more development,
more traffic, so preferably we would like to have
just one owner, either the National Park Service
or Fairfax County Park Service, but not both of
them dividing the property.”

Roberto Mosse
Retired, McLean Resident
“If you look at the map, you’ll see that the

whole back of Langley Oaks, it’s all this land that
is not developed. Now if a portion of that goes to
the National Parks and a portion stays with
Fairfax County, then who does the upkeep? We
have in some places already two different
owners, but we would be worsening it if we have
more.”

Langley Hockey Wins Two
The Langley hockey team added four more points with

victories against Colonial/N. Stafford on Jan. 6 and Westfield/
Heritage on Jan. 10. The Saxons traveled back to Prince
William for a Monday afternoon tilt against Colonial where
they got production from Charlie Eisner, Owen Westerheim,
Sam Lafuria, Will Clemson and Drew Schneider. Both
Westerheim and Eisner continued to demonstrate Langley’s
grinders have elevated their games with goal production and
ice time. Ryan Guidi minded the net, allowing a single goal on
17 shots while Langley’s offense potted six goals on 29 shots.
Referee whistles were busy, flagging Langley for four penalties
while only assessing one to the opponent, but Langley penalty
killers were up to the task, killing off three of the four while the
power play unit scored on their only opportunity. The final
score was 6 -1.

In the Friday game, freshman Nickon Yazdani made a strong
debut in net, allowing a single goal. The Langley offense
continued its dominance with a four bagger from Guidi, hat
trick from Clayton and multi goals from Lafuria and Shapiro.
Defensemen Will Clemson and Chris Lane both delivered
several powerful checks to keep Westfield offense from estab-
lishing any chemistry. The game ended with time left on the
clock as Langley made the score 11 -1.

The Saxons’ next game is against Stone Bridge on Friday, Jan.
24 at Ashburn Icehouse at 9:20 p.m.

McLean Girls’ Basketball
Suffers First Loss

The McLean girls’ basketball team lost to Madison 65-45 on
Jan. 17, snapping the Highlanders’ 13-game winning streak and
dropping their record to 13-1.

McLean will host Langley at 5:45 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 24.

Langley Boys’ Basketball
Falls to South Lakes

The Langley boys’ basketball team lost to South Lakes 58-51
on Jan. 17, dropping the Saxons’ record to 5-9.

Langley lost to Madison 45-44 on Jan. 14 and beat Patriot 46-
44 on Jan. 16.

The Saxons will travel to face McLean at 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
Jan. 24.

TJ Swim and Dive
Beats South Lakes

The TJ boys continued their winning ways (211-94) at the
first meet of the new year against South Lakes.

The boys’ 200 medley relay — Luke Thorsell (Oak Hill),
Joseph Doran (Springfield), Lucas Lin (Fairfax), Miles Oakley
(Fairfax) — placed first, and TJ boys’ 400 free relay teams took
both first — Michael You (Alexandria), Emilio Sison
(Annandale), Thorsell, Kyle Alexander (McLean)— and second
place —Matthew Szilagyi (Lansdowne), Jared Nirenberg
(Springfield), Andrew Seliskar (McLean), Nathan Ouyang (Oak
Hill). Seliskar (200 free, 100 fly), Thorsell (200 IM, 100 back),
Oakley (50 free, 100 free), and Sison (500 free, 100 breast)
were individual double winners as well.

The girls lost (171-144), but Carrie Heilbrun (Fairfax Station)
(100 fly) and Sophie Bennett (Arlington) (500 free) finished
first, continuing a strong season. Heilbrun and Bennett were
also part of the winning girls 200 free relay with Charlie
Lertlumprasert, Sophia Moses (Arlington).

In boys’ diving, CJ Wilson (Alexandria) finished first, while
Callan Monette (Fairfax) took first and Gloria Chen second
place for the girls.

Sports Briefs

News

By Ethan McLeod

The Connection

M
cLean residents
may see an up-
graded Langley
Fork Park within

the next year, but some are more
excited than others about 55 po-
tential new acres of synthetic turf
fields, lights, and the crowds that
will come with it.

McLean residents received a first
glimpse at three alternatives for a
revised Langley Fork Park Master
Plan presented by National Park
Service (NPS) officials on the
evening of Tuesday, Jan. 14. The
Park Service sought public com-
ment during an evening meeting
at Franklin Sherman Elementary
about the exchange with Fairfax
County Park Authority (FCPA) of
55 acres at Langley Fork for an
equally valued area of 101 acres
at neighboring Langley Oaks Park.

The original agreement between
NPS and FCPA, formed in 1981,
has been renewed each year since
it expired in 2005, and has al-
lowed FCPA to maintain the origi-
nal facilities constructed in 1981
at Langley Fork Park. However,
NPS is unable to construct addi-
tional facilities to match commu-
nity demand for new activity
spaces at Langley Fork Park.

The FCPA presented the first
draft of its Master Plan in its own
public comment session Oct. 17 of
last year. The Park Service’s recent
evaluation and revision of FCPA’s
plan with their own environmen-
tal assessment provides for three
land usage alternatives.

McLean residents in attendance
on Jan. 14 demonstrated mixed
feelings about which option they
preferred. Alternative 1, in which
no land swap takes place and the
Park Service maintains control of
Langley Fork Park, was the favored
option of some community resi-
dents who live close to the park
and do not want the additional
traffic, lights and noise.

“Many of us like our quiet dis-

Public Weighs Options
for Park Land Swap
Officials reveal
three alternatives
for Langley Fork
Park land swap.

See Park Service,  Page 17
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ONGOING
Coffee/Tea Poetry Group. Poets and

poetry lovers seek to form a group to
meet once a month at a local coffee/tea
shop to enjoy each other’s creations.
703-819-1690.

Virginia Sheriff’s Institute
Scholarship Program. Those enrolled
in a Virginia college or university who
are pursuing a degree in the field of
criminal justice are eligible for the
Virginia Sheriff’s Institute Scholarship
Program; recommendation letter needed.
703-246-3251, shf-
pio@fairfaxcounty.gov or http://
vasheriffsinstitute.org/scholarship/.

Everest College Free GED Test
Preparation. Tysons Corner, Vienna.
Free GED test preparation and credential
completion program, GED Advantage,
open to the public. 1-888-201-6547.

Weekly TIPS Lunch. 12:15-1:30 p.m., at
Shula’s, 8028 Leesburg Pike, Vienna.
Tyson’s Regional Chamber of Commerce
does lunch. 703-862-4895.

New Neighbors League Club of
Northern Virginia. For women, the
club includes Bridge, mah jong,
gardening, quilting and many other
activities.
www.newneighborsvirginia.com.

Volunteers for Change. A program for
adults which offers more than 50
weekend and evening volunteer
opportunities per month.
www.volunteerfairfax.org.

Bulletin Board

From Page 9

Court Makes Audio Recordings Public
When the court’s policy of denying pub-

lic access became public last year, leaders
at the Supreme Court initially decided to
defend the policy.

In a written statement explaining the lack
of transparency, director of legislative and
public relations for the Office of Executive
Secretary Katya Herndon said new technol-
ogy was to blame.

“The new digital recording equipment is
more sensitive so that the recordings now
include any confidential comments any jus-
tice makes to another justice during the oral
argument,” said Herndon last June. “Accord-
ingly, the recordings, which are for the in-
ternal use of the justices, are no longer
made available to the public.”

Since that time, a number of media out-
lets have reported on the lack of transpar-
ency. And legislators began drafting bills to
force the court to open up. Now, the court
has decided to change course — at least for
oral arguments moving forward. Advocates
for open government say it’s a victory for

the public.
“We can’t have secret courts,” said Gin-

ger Stanley, executive director of the Vir-

Photo by Michael Lee Pope/The Connection

Since January 2008, the Supreme Court of Virginia has denied public
access to audio recordings of its oral arguments.

ginia Press Association. “The public has a
right to hear these audio records. That’s how
democracy works.”

From Page 16

News

trict and do not want two neighbors,” said
Roberto Mosse, who lives in the Langley
Oaks neighborhood.

Alternative 2 provides for the full swap
of 55 acres for the 101 acres at Langley
Oaks, and partial development that includes
varying field sizes, lights, and potentially a
pavilion and dog park. Alternative 3, the
favorite of youth sports advocates and pet
owners, is a more expansive version of Al-
ternative 2 that includes installation of new
synthetic turf fields on the right side of the
park, a dog park, additional pavilions, and

expanded parking.

NPS OFFICIALS ALSO explained the out-
come of the swap on Langley Oaks Park,
which backs up to the George Washington
Memorial Parkway, also owned by the Na-
tional Park Service. In accordance with the
National Environmental Protection Act, the
Park Service must conduct an environmen-
tal assessment. “The National Park Service
has no plans to further develop the land at
Langley Oaks Park if the swap takes place
other than adding NPS signage for trails,
according to Thomas Sheffer, NPS Park
Planner at George Washington Memorial

Park Service Presents Revised Langley Fork Master Plan Options

While Alternative 1 includes no development or exchange of land, Alter-
native 2 provides for minimal additions to Langley Fork Park by Fairfax
County Park Authority.

Alternative 3 provides for far more extensive development of Langley
Fork Park, including options for a dog park and additional parking.

Parkway. “The intention is to preserve the
Potomac Gorge resource area in its natural
form.”

The Park Services Office of Value Ap-
praisal determined that the area of 101
acres at Langley Oaks Park was of an equal
value for the exchange, according to Project
Coordinator Brian Williams.

In its environmental assessment, NPS has
conducted two years of research, factoring
in forest cover, invasive species, and prox-
imity of nearby agencies, namely the CIA,
into their assessment. The Park Service has
also worked with the Virginia Department
of Historic Resources to fulfill requirements

of the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, which mandates that the NPS evalu-
ates potential effects on nearby historical
properties in McLean before a swap takes
place.

The NPS is still in the public scoping stage
of its environmental assessment and will be
accepting public comments until Feb. 3.
Written comments can be submitted online
at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/GWMP; by
mail to Superintendent, George Washing-
ton Memorial Parkway, Attn: Langley Fork
Park Project, c/o Turkey Run Park, McLean,
VA 22101; or by fax to 703-289-2598, Attn:
Langley Fork Park Project.

Photos courtesy of Thomas Sheffer/National Park Service
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Winter Savings...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

Since it had been more than a few
months, today I summoned up the courage
to Google my long-time friend and fellow
stage IV lung cancer survivor, Suzanne.
Suzanne and I had been years out of touch
(for no real reason other than initiative and
the geographic consideration that she lived
in Barnstable, Ma. and I live in Burtons-
ville, Md.) and recently back in touch –
due to our identical cancer diagnoses. I
learned that she had succumbed to her
disease back in October, 2013. We last
had contact electronically back in the sum-
mer. She was extremely weak then, she
said, too weak to talk, so e-mailing was
best. In that e-mail, ultimately her last, she
wrote that the most recent chemotherapy
drug with which she was infused was no
longer effective and that her oncologist
had no other drugs left to recommend.
Not that she said it in so many words, but
at that point her prognosis was grim. She
offered that her two boys were with her
and from them she would gain great com-
fort. The news was very unsettling to me
and I was afraid that this e-mail might be
our last – and so it was.

Suzanne and I were never boyfriend/
girlfriend, but from Elementary School
through High School we were extremely
close and confidants of the highest order
(“thick as thieves,” to invoke a quote from
the warden in the movie, “Shawshank
Redemption” describing the close relation-
ship between Tim Robbins – “Andy
Dufresne” and “Red,” – Morgan Freeman).
Our friendship was forged during those
formative, pre-adolescent years and main-
tained on – and then off – until back on
again a year or so ago, for nearly 50 years.
The reason I hadn’t inquired sooner than
today was because I was fearful of what I
would find out. Typically her e-mails were
fairly random and on the occasion when I
would e-mail her, she would rarely
respond in a timely manner. I tried not to
worry about this last silent interval. Today
my worst fears were realized.

Just as cancer survivors draw great
strength from those of us still living with
this terrible disease, so too are we weak-
ened when one of us dies. Rather than
feeling fortunate that I am still alive, I feel
sadness that Suzanne is not. When one of
us dies, we all die – a little bit, or at least,
our resolve to persevere dies a little bit.
I’ve always said that there is strength in our
numbers, numbers that we cannot afford
to lose. (Lung Cancer causes approximately
160,000 deaths a year, the leading cause
of cancer deaths in the United States.)

Certainly Suzanne’s death affects her
family way more than it affects me.
However, learning that she has died has
given me pause to consider/reconsider
how serious my health situation is. It’s
ironic that Suzanne and I were friends for
so many years and that ultimately we
should be diagnosed with the same disease
and given a similar prognosis. It seems only
fitting that since we started together, we
should finish together. I imagine I’ll see her
soon enough. For the moment however, I
hope it will be in my dreams – not that
other place.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Friends
Forever EmploymentEmployment

Do you Care with a
Commitment to Quality?
Spring Hills Home Care Services Virginia

is NOW HIRING Personal Care Aides.
For Immediate Consideration please
call 703-799-0022 or send an email

to rmajeed@spring-hills.net

Saturday, February 1 at 9:00 A.M.
Presentation begins at 9:20

Learn more about teaching at our school and
finding jobs in private schools. We welcome

teachers of diverse backgrounds and experiences.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304

703-212-2284

is hosting an

EDUCATOR OPEN HOUSE

Valentine's Day
Floral Drivers Wanted!

Earn up to $250 per day.  February 13 and 
14.  Call (703) 978-3700 for more info.
or stop by at 9579 Braddock Rd., Fairfax, 
VA 22032

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO
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OBITUARY
William Dixon Robertson, Jr.  

COLUMBIA - William Dixon Robertson, Jr., 87, died Friday, 
January 17, 2014, following a brief illness. Funeral services will 
be held eleven o'clock in the morning, Wednesday, January 
22, at Washington Street United Methodist Church. Burial will 
be at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date. The family 
will receive friends from five until seven Tuesday afternoon, 
January 21, at Dunbar Funeral Home, Devine Street.

Admiral Robertson was born in Lexington, North Carolina, on 
August 27, 1926, to the late William D. and Mary Norman Har-
grave Robertson. He enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve on 
December 11, 1943, and under the V-12 Program attended the 
University of South Carolina at Columbia. He entered the Unit-
ed States Naval Academy on appointment from his native state 
in 1944. He graduated with the class of 1948 on June 6, 1947, 
and was commissioned Ensign. His selection for the rank of 
Rear Admiral was approved by the President on January 30, 
1974.

Admiral Robertson was a proud destroyer officer. He served 
in USS VESOLE (DDR-878); USS MULLANEY (DD-528); and 
USS WEEKS (DD-701). He was Executive Officer under Elmo 
"Bud" Zumwalt's command of USS DEWEY (DLG-14). He at-
tended the Naval Postgraduate School in Washington, DC, in 
Intelligence and Russian Language; and served as Assistant 
Naval Attaché at the American Embassy in Belgrade, Yugosla-
via; operations officer to Destroyer Squadron THIRTY; instruc-
tor for the Naval ROTC Unit at the University of South Caroli-
na; Head of Maritime Intelligence Branch, Office of Naval Intel-
ligence; and Head of the Strategic Warfare Group, Systems 
Analysis Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (OP-
96). He was commanding officer of USS WATTS (DD-567); 
USS RAMSEY (DEG-2); and USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG-28). 
From August 1974 until his retirement in June 1979, he served 
as deputy, then Vice Director, Defense Intelligence Agency.

Admiral Robertson attended the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces and received a Master of Science in Administra-
tion from the George Washington University, Washington, DC. 
He was awarded the Bronze Star medal with Combat "V" for 
"meritorious service during combat operations against the ene-
my" during the Viet Nam War; the National Intelligence Distin-
guished Service Medal; Meritorious Service Medal, and Joint 
Service Commendation Medal. He also wore the American 
Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; National De-
fense Service Medal with bronze star; Vietnam Service Medal 
with bronze star; and Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal 
with Device.

Admiral Robertson was active in his church and with his 
children's activities wherever his family was stationed. Upon re-
turning to Columbia, he immediately became involved with 
Washington Street United Methodist Church. He served as 
Chair of the church's Foundation and he and his wife worked 
with Meals on Wheels. He was a member of the Columbia 
chapter of the US Naval Academy Alumni Association; the 
Saint Andrews Society of the City of Columbia; Forest Lake 
Club; the Quadrille Club; and a former member of the Capri-
cian Club.

Admiral Robertson is survived by his wife of 61 years, Fran-
ces Tuttle "Tut" Robertson, of Columbia; son, William Dixon 
Robertson III (Allison), of Columbia; daughter, Frances Robert-
son Butler (Barre), of Charleston; sister, Sassy Shull, of Co-
lumbia; grandchildren, Frances Lee Butler Bressan (John) of 
Charleston; William Barre McLeod Butler of Columbia; and Alli-
son Bethea Robertson of Columbia; three wonderful nieces; 
and a grand-niece and many grand-nephews and cousins 
whom he cherished.

Memorials may be made to Washington Street United Meth-
odist Church Foundation, Wounded Warrior Project, or a chari-
ty of your choice.

Please sign the online guestbook at 
www.dunbarfunerals.com
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HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Mateen Enterprise, LLC trad-
ing as Zamarod Afghan Cui-
sine, 10123 Colvin Run Rd, 
Great Falls, VA 22066. The 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for 
a Mixed beverage, Beer and 
Wine on premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Owner Manager 
Niaz M Dor. 
NOTE: Objections to the is-
suace of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later that 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Nothing is too
small to know,

and nothing too
big to attempt.

-William Van Horne

To have community events listed in the Connec-
tion, send to greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
The deadline for submissions is the Friday prior to
publication.

THURSDAY/JAN. 23
Great Falls Writer’s Group. 12-1:30 p.m. Great

Falls Public Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Writers of all experience and skill
level are invited to discuss the joys/challenges of
writing, and to hear authors read from their
work. No registration necessary. No charge.

FRIDAY/JAN. 24
Messages of Hope. 7:30-9:30 p.m. Unity of

Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton. This
documentary is based on medium and spiritual
author Suzanne Giesemann’s story; participants
can ask questions about the afterlife, hear the
rest of the story, and get books signed following
the discussion. $10. www.unityoffairfax.org or
703-281-1767.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
Making the Connection. 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton.  Medium and spiritual author Suzanne
Giesemann will show participants how to open
themselves to higher levels of guidance,
creativity, inspiration and love. $35.
www.unityoffairfax.org or 703-281-1767.

“Heart Gifts.” 1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m., Unity of
Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road, Oakton.
Medium and spiritual author Suzanne
Giesemann will tell the gripping story of a very
special soul called “Wolf” and on how to bring
peace, balance and greater love into life.$35.
www.unityoffairfax.org or 703-281-1767.

SUNDAY/JAN. 26
Home Seller Seminar: What Every Seller Needs

To Know. Free no obligation community service
offered by The Lyons & McGuire Team of Keller
Williams Realty. Tips to getting the most money
for your home, avoid inspection and appraisal
issues, and the market forecast for 2014. 1-4
p.m. at 774-A Walker Rd., Great Falls. RSVP
LyonsMcGuire@TeamGreatFalls.com.

TUESDAY/JAN. 28
CIVITAN Club of Tysons Meeting. 12 p.m.

Clyde’s of Tyson’s, 8332 Leesburg Pike, Vienna.
The mission of CIVITAN, a non-profit is to build
good citizenship by providing a volunteer
organization of clubs dedicated to serving
individual and community needs with an
emphasis on helping people with developmental
disabilities. For further information or to attend
the meeting email tysonscivitan@aol.com.

THURSDAY/FEB. 6
Great Falls Writer’s Group. 11 a.m.–1 p.m.

Great Falls Writer’s Group, Great Falls Public
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike (large
conference room), Great Falls. Writers of all
experience and skill levels are invited to listen to
a panel of experts discuss the secrets to
successful book publishing. Q&A session to
follow the expert panel. No registration
necessary; no charge.

THURSDAY/FEB. 20
Great Falls Writer’s Group. 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.

Great Falls Writer’s Group, Great Falls Public
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike (large
conference room), Great Falls. Writers of all
levels are invited to discuss the joys/challenges
of writing, and to hear authors read from their
work. No registration necessary. No charge.

ONGOING
Vienna Toastmasters. 2nd and 4th Wednesdays

at 7:30 p.m., at the Vienna Community Center
on the 2nd floor room opposite the elevator, 120
Cherry St., S.E., Vienna.  A friendly place to get
comfortable with public speaking and
impromptu speaking for new and experienced
speakers. Open to the public.

Run With the Doctor. Every other Saturday at 7
a.m. 8230 Boone Blvd, Tysons Corner. The
Center for Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine
offers its services in a convenient format to
runners at this running event. Free.
facebook.com/runwiththedoctor.

Bulletin
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

703-757-3222 Office
Helen Chung VasiliadisSusan Canis

Jan & Dan Laytham
Dianne Van Volkenburg

Great Falls $725,000

Great Falls $4,499,999

Great Falls $2,495,000

Great Falls $5,995,000 Great Falls $2,495,000
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